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INTRODUCTION. 


Tu E very great advantage which has 
reſulted from adminiſtering a Decoction of 
the Broad-leaved Willow Bark for ſeveral 
years paſt, induced me to minute ſome of 
the complaints in which it has been employ- 
ed; and finding the benefits attending its 
exhibition to be very great, a wiſh was ex- 
cited that the virtues of ſo excellent a Bark 
might be more extenſively known, With 
that view the following (though very imper- 
feet) attempt is made to elucidate more fully 
its ſenſible qualities, and effects on the living 
body; hoping that Practitioners may be in- 
duced to make further trial of an article, 
which appears to be as valuable as any of 


the Materia Medica. 
I B Not. 


44 ij 
Notwithſtanding this bark has been al. 
ready ſtrongly recommended to the atten- 
tion of the public by Mr. James, in a pam- 
phlet which he publiſhed a few years ago, 
its uſe has not yet become general. This, 
however, is not ſingular, ſince every new 
Medicine has always met with more or leſs 
of oppoſition at the beginning, and none 
more ſo than the Cinchona, for which the 
preſent is propoſed as a ſubſtitute, 


Ass this bark is ſo eaſily got, every prac- 
titioner may have an opportunity of fully 
proving its efficacy and worth. But,” (as 
Mr. James very juſtly obſerves) © it ſeems 
c to be the lot of human nature to overlook 
« the merits of what is eaſily procured, and 
ce coſts but little, and to be captivated with 
"i commodity which can only be acquired 
« with difficulty and expence. Thus we go 
« to the weſtern extremity of South America 


« for a remedy of diſorders for which we 
„ have 


E 


have a better at home, and ſend annually 


out of the kingdom a conſiderable ſum of 


money to purchaſe a bark, when we have 


&* a tree in our fields which offers us one of 
equal, if not ſuperior virtue, and which 
© may be cultivated almoſt without trouble 
or coſt.” 


Since the introduction of this bark into 
practice at the Bath City Infirmary and Diſ- 
penſary, as a ſubſtitute for the Cinchona, 
not leſs than twenty pounds a-year have 
been ſaved to the Charity, which circums- 
ſtance will render it a very valuable ar- 


ticle to all Hoſpitals where much bark is 
uſed, | 


I muſt beg leave to acknowledge my ob- 
ligations to the Phyſicians who honour the 
Charity with their attendance, and parti- 
cularly to Dr. Gibbes, for his kind aſſiſ- 
tance in the arrangement, and experimental 

B 2 part 


„ 
part of this work, and who, with the other 
Phyſicians, have witneſſed the good effects 
of this bark in the extenſive practice at the 


Infirmary. 
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TH E 
BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION. 
SALIX. 


Di@cia. DiANPDRIA. 


u 


Masc. Amenti Squamæ. Cor. O. Glan. 
dula baſeos nectiſera. 

FEM. Amenti Squamæ. Cor. O. Stylus 
bifidus. Capſ. unilocularis bival- 
vis. Semina pappola. 


*r Foliis ſubſerratis villoſis. 


Salix Caprea. 
Foliis ellipticis ſubſerratis rugoſis, ſupra vil- 
loſis ſubtus tomentoſis. | 
Salix latifolia rotunda. Razz Syn. 449. 
Salix foliis ovatis rugoſis ſubtus tomentoſis 
undatis ſuperne denticulatis. Linn. 


ä 
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Dr. Withering obſerves, much remains to 
be done to clear up the ſpecies and varieties 
of Salix, which this iſland produces; the 
genus, therefore, (he ſays) has a claim upon 
the particular attention of ſuch as wiſh to 

improve the Botanical knowledge of their 
Country. 48 WW 

The broad-leaved Willow is to be met 
with in the woods, and hedges of hilly ſitu- 
ations, growing to a pretty large buſhy tree, 
Although ſome botanical writers enumerate 
as many as thirty different ſpecies and vari- 
eties of Willow, yet this fort is eaſily diſtin- 
guiſhed by the ſhape of the leaves, which 
is reſembled by none of the other ſpecies, 
(at leaſt that I can find) except the bay- 
leaved; but that again is ſoon diſtinguiſhed 
from the former by the leaves being ſmooth 
and ſhining, inſtead of the downy appear- 
ance, particularly on the under ſurface of 


the Salix Caprea already deſcribed. 


Its ſenſible Qualities. 

This bark diſcovers to the taſte a conſi- 
derable degree of aſtringency, accompanied 
with a ſlight bitterneſs, A decoction of it 

| is 


EF 
is of a bright red colour, reſembling a de- 
coction of Swietenia bark, but which is more 
aſtringent to the taſte than either that bark 


or the Cinchona flava; yet it is very much 
inferior to them both as to its bitter quality®, 


Preparation, and manner of exhibiting it. 


This bark readily yields its qualities to 
water in decoction, or infuſion, but moſt of 
all to rectified ſpirit; the latter being capa- 
ble of extracting a much greater proportion 
of its active principles thin water: which 
will be more fully ſhewn hereafter. 

It has been always uſed in the form of 
decoction, except in a few caſes where the 
powder has been given. | 


The following is the form: 


Take of broad-leaved willow bark two 


ounces. 
Pimento one drachm. 
To be boiled in two pints of water down to 


one pint. 
* Although the Willow decoction is more aſtringent to 
the taſte than the Swietenia, yet when examined by means 
of a few drops of a ſolution of the Sulphate of Iron, it 


ſtrikes as dark a colour. 


B4 The 
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The common doſe is two table-ſpoonfuls 
three or four times a day ; and in ſome caſes, 
as Intermittents, &c. it is neceſſary to give it 
every three hours, in the doſe of one or two 
ounces. | 

It may be proper to 1 reſpecting the 
decoction, that in the courſe of two or three 
days a browniſh precipitate takes place, and 
that it does not keep longer than that period 
fit for uſe, engt in cold weather. 


u__—__—_____—___—______—————————————_________———_— 
* 


EXPERIMENTS. 


Experiment the Firſt. 


A Few drops of a ſaturated ſolution of 
ſulphate of iron were added to a decoction 
of the broad-leaved willow bark, which was 
preſently changed to an inky blackneſs. On 
ſtanding a few days it retained its uniform 
black appearance, ſhewing but little ten- 
dency to precipitation, 


Experiment the Second. 


On adding the ſame number of drops*of 
the above ſolution to an equal quantity of 
yellow bark decoction, it only aſſumed a 
lead colour, and, on ſtanding, there was a 
copious precipitation, and the ſuperincum- 
bent liquor ſtill appeared turbid. 


Experiment the Third. 


One grain of ſulphate of iron was added 
to one ounce of the willow decoction, which 
ſoon 


= 1S 


ſoon aſſumed the inky appearance as in the 
firſt experiment. Thirty drops of the di- 
luted ſulphuric acid reſtored it to its original 
colour; eighty drops of the Aq. Ammon. 
re-produced its former blackneſs, 


E xperiment the Fourth. 


A vial was filled with the decoction of 
willow bark, and kept thirteen days; at the 
ſame time another vial was filled with a 
decoction of yellow bark, and preſerved an 
equal number of days at the ſame tempera- 
ture. At the expiration of that period both 
decoctions were examined: the yellow bark 
decoction was become of a paler colour, 
with a lateritious ſediment; it retained a 
conſiderable degree of bitterneſs, though 
accompanied with a diſagreeable flavour. 
The willow decoction was likewiſe paler, 
having loſt its'bright red colour, and nearly 
its aſtringent taſte. On the ſurface there 
appeared ſome browniſh flocculi, and there 
was a conſiderable Precipitation of a brown 
colour. 

On adding a few drops of the ſolution of 


the ſulphate of iron to each of the decoc- 
tions, 


a 
tions, no change of colour took place till 
they had remained ſome time, when they 
aſſumed a dark appearance, The change 
was firſt obſerved 1n the yellow bark decoc- 
tion, which was alſo darker than the willow. 

Although in the firſt inſtance the willow 
bark ſhews greater ſigns of aſtringency than 
the yellow bark, yet does the latter appear 
by this experiment to retain its aſtringent 
principle the longeſt, and to reſiſt decompo- 
ſition longer than the willow bark, 


Experiment the Fifth. 

To five ounces of the willow decoction 
was added one ounce of an infuſion of Quaſ- 
ſia, The mixture, after ſtanding fifteen 
days, retained its bright red colour. There 
was a brown depoſit, and at the top it ap- 
peared a little mouldy. It taſted bitter and 
aſtringent, (though in a leſs degree than at 
firſt) and was much ſounder than, as in the 
former experiment, when made with the de- 
coction alone; for, on the addition of a few 
drops of the ſolution of the ſulphate of iron, 
it ſtruck as dark a colour as with a decoc- "4 


tion when freſh boiled, 
Ex. 
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Experiment the Sixth. i 


Two ounces of infuſion of Quaſſia were 
added to four ounces of willow decoction, 
and kept twenty-two days, without appear- 
ing to have undergone any ſenſible change, 
except a browniſh precipitation; poſſeſſing 
nearly the ſame degree of bitterneſs and 
aſtringency as at firſt, 

From the two laſt experiments the anti- 
ſeptic quality of the Quaſſia is very obvious; 
and in ſome caſes the combination of the 


willow with the former may be attended 


with conſiderable advantage, and which, I 


think, promiſes to anſwer all the intentions 


of the Cinchona flava, in diſeaſes of a ma- 
lignant nature, where that bark has been 


given vith ſo much ſucceſs. 


Experiment the Seventh... 


Three pieces of the lean of freſh beef were 
ſuſpended in three vials, being previouſly 
filled with decoctions of yellow, willow bark, 
and camomile flowers, (to the latter a little 
mucilage was added), at the expiration of 


fifteen days each was examined; that which 
| vas preſerved in the yellow bark decoction 


appeared 
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appeared ſoft and whitiſh on the fibres being 
ſeparated. It was not accompanied with 
any diſagreeable ſmell. That in the camo- 
mile decoction exhibited a ſimilar appear- 
ance as the preceding. The other piece 
preſerved in the willow bark decoction was 
of a reddiſh colour, and firm; ſmelled ſtrong- 
ly of the decoction, attended with a ſlight 
diſagreeable flavour. 


Experiment the Eighth, 


Some lime-water was added to a decoc- | 
tion of willow bark, which inſtantly became 
turbid. On ſtanding, it yielded a light 
browniſh coloured precipitate, the decoc- 
tion again aſſuming a deep bright red colour, 
though leſs aſtringent to the taſte. On the 
addition of a few drops of the ſolution of 
the ſulphate of iron, it became as black as 
when added to a ſimple decoction. 


Experiment the Ninth. 


Some lime-water was alſo added to a de- 
coction of yellow bark, when it immediate- 
ly aſſumed a curdled appearance of a light 


colour, On ſtanding, a very copious depo- 
ſition 


* 
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Stion took place. The ſuperincumbent li- 
quor appeared paler than it was before the 
addition of the lime- water, with a ſlight red. 
diſh tinge at the top. The bitter and aſ- 
tringent taſte of the bark were nearly con- 
cealed. The addition of a few drops of 
the above ſolution however cauſed a decom- 
poſition as ſuddenly as when added to a 
ſimple decoction, and equally as dark, with 
a copious precipitation. 
Experiment the Tenth. 


Two drachms of willow bark in fine pow- 
der were triturated for a conſiderable time, 
and made into an infuſion by the gradual 
addition of three ounces of lime-water ; 
which when filtered, (after ſtanding ſome 
time) and a vial filled with it, weighed four 
grains more than the ſame vial when filled 
with lime-water only, 

Lime-water does not appear to increaſe 
the ſolubility of the willow bark, for an in- 
fuſion was prepared in a ſimilar manner as 
the preceding, with common water ; the 
lame vial being filled with the filtered liquor, 


weighed five ** more, than when filled 
i wich 
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with water; the latter having diſſolved one 
grain more than the lime-water, 


Experiment the Eleventh. 


Two drachms of willow-bark in powder 
were triturated with one drachm of quick- 
lime near half an hour, to which were gra- 
dually added four ounces of common water: 
the mixture exactly reſembled the red bark 
in colour. After ſtanding ſome time and 
then filtered, it was of a pale colour, having 
a {light reddiſh tinge, but taſted ſo ſtrong of 
the lime as entirely to conceal the taſte of 
the bark, and the addition of a few drops of 
the ſolution of the ſulphate of iron produced 
no change of colour: a new compound 
being evidently formed. 


Experiment the Twelfth. 


One drachm of common magneſia, and 
the ſame quantity of willow bark in powder, . 
vere triturated together for ſome time, and 
made into an infuſion by the gradual addi- 
tion of four ounces of water. After ſtand- 
ing all night, and then filtered, the liquor 


appeared of a bright reddiſh colour ; but 
ſcarce 
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ſcarcely 3 any aſtringeney t to the 
taſte. On the addition of a few drops of 
the ſolution of the ſulphate of iron it became 
of a very dark · red colour. 

An infuſion was prepared in a ſimilar man- 
ner as the preceding with yellow bark and 
f magneſia. The liquor, when filtered, reſem- 
bled in colour the willow infuſion, the mag- 
neſia having produced the ſame effect in di- 
miniſhing both the bitter, and the aſtringent 
qualities of the bark, exactly as deſcribed by 
Dr. Babington in his experiments on the 
yellow bark. 

From ſeveral of the foregoing experi- 
ments, we may readily perceive a great ſimila- 
rity between the effects produced by magneſia 
and lime on the yellow and willow bark: 
which differ materially from the effects theſe 
ſubſtances produce on the common and red 
bark. For we find by the experiments of 
Dr. Skeete, which no doubt were made with 
great accuracy, that lime- water and magne- 
ſia occaſion an augmentation of the ſenſible 

properties of common bark, whilſt on the 
red, they produce no ſenſible change whac- 


Ever. 
| | Dr. 
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Dr. Babington thinks it is obvious, that 
whatever be the nature of the bitterneſs, and 
aſtringency of bark conſidered as ſeparate 
principles, they vary in different ſpecies, 
not only with regard to their proportions, 
but alſo in their mode of combination. 
It may however be remarked, that if wil- 
low bark is made into an infuſion with lime- 
water; or if magneſia is rubbed with the 
willow, previous to the addition of common 
water: (or added to a decoction of the 
willow) in both caſes, the addition of 
theſe ſubſtances preſerves the infuſions ſeve- 
ral days longer ſound than if none were 
added, | 
Experiment the Thirteenth. 

To one ounce of the willow bark in 
coarſe powder were added eight ounces of 
proof ſpirit, and after ſtanding nine days 
the tincture was filtered. A vial filled with 
it weighed three grains more than the ſame 
vial, when filled with a tincture of yellow 
bark, prepared in a ſimilar manner. 


Experiment the Fourteenth. 


Two drachms of willow bark in powder 
C were 


[ 8 J 
were added to four ounces of rectified ſpirit 
of wine, which was ſuffered to ſtand about 
thirty-ſix hours: (the vial being frequently 
ſhook during that time), the clear liquor 
was then carefully poured off, and a vial, 
containing about ſeven drachms by meaſure, 
was filled with it, which weighed nine grains 
more than when filled with rectified ſpirit 
alone. 

Experiment the Fifteenth. 

Two drachms of willow bark in powder, 

and four ounces of proof. ſpirit, were mixed 
together, and managed in the ſame manner 
as in the preceding experiment. The vial, 
when filled with the clear liquor, weighed 
three grains more than when filled with 
proof ſpirit only. 


Experiment the Sixteenth, 


A fimilar mixture was alſo made with 


| willow bark powder, and fimple water. The 


vial, when filled with the clear liquor, weigh- 
ed five grains and a half more than an equal 
meaſure of the water by itſelf. 


From the three laſt experiments, (which 
were 


CY 
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repeated different times) there ſeems to me 
a further proof © that the attraftion between 
* the water and ſpirit is ſo great, as to weak- 
* en the attraction of the former for the 
* mucilaginous parts of the bark, and that 
* of the latter, or ſpirit, for its more reſinous 
particles. And alſo that the mucilaginous 
parts of the bark are ſo intimately blended 
* with the reſinous, that the ſpirit extracts a 
part of the former as well as the latter.” 

It is very remarkable, that notwithſtand- 
ing this bark contains a very great quantity 


of reſinous material, a tincture of it, made 


with rectified ſpirit, bears to be mixed with 
water in any proportion, without the leaſt 
decompoſition taking place. | 


Experiment the Seventeenth. 


Two drachms of willow bark in powder, 
were mixed with four ounces of water, which 
was ſuffered to ſtand about two days : (the 
vial being frequently ſhook) the clear liquor 
was then poured off, and freſh water added: 
the affuſion being repeated a great number 


of times, until the water remained inſipid to 
C2 the 
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the taſte, and colourleſs on the addition of 


a few drops of the ſolution of the ſulphate 


of iron. | 
Two ounces of reQified ſpirit of wine 


were then added to the reſiduum; after 


ſtanding ſome time, a few drops of the ſame 


ſolution were added to the clear liquor, when 


it preſently aſſumed a dark colour, with a 
conſiderable precipitate. 


Experiment the Erghteenth. 


Two drachms of willow bark in powder, 
were mixed with four ounces of rectified 
ſpirit of wine, which ſtood fix days; the 
clear liquor was then poured off, and freſh 
added, different times, until it remained 
colourleſs on the addition of the ſolution 
of the ſulphate of iron. 

Two ounces of water were then added to 
the reſiduum; after ſtanding ſome time, a 


few drops of the ſolution were added to the 


clear liquor, which produced no change. 


Thus we find that rectified ſpirit is capable 


of extracting all the aſtringency of this bark, 


Pld. * 


whilſt water 15 not. 


Having 
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Having thus given a view of the chemical 
properties of the Willow Bark, I now pro- 
ceed to relate thoſe CASES wherein its be- 
neficial effects appeared the moſt decided. 


Caſe the Firſt. 


Feb. 22d. Joſ. Purnell, aged about thirty 
years; was ſeized with a Tertian Ague 
about a fortnight ago. In conſequence of 
his having taken ſome medicine the cold 
fit is ſtopped, (which he has miſſed thrice) 
but the hot paroxyſm continues to recur at 
the uſual time, and as violent as when ac- 

companied with the cold ſtage. 
| Sumat Decoct. Salicis Latifol. 3j 4ter die. 

23th, Has had no hot fit ſince he begun 
the decoction. 

Repet. Decoctum Salic. 

March 3d. Has had no return either of 
the cold or hot fit, therefore diſcontinued 
the decoftion. 


C3 Caſe 
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Caſe tlie Second. 
May 24th. Ann Milſom, aged about four 


years; has had a Quotidian Ague ſeyen 
weeks, in conſequence of which her ſtrength 


is very much reduced, 

Pulv. Ipecac. gr. viij. Veſper. ſumend. 

Sumat. Decoct. Salic 36 gtia. quaq. hora, 

g1/t, Two days after ſhe begun the de- 
coction the ague left her, 

Repet. Decoct. 

June 5th, The ague has returned as vio- 
lent as at firſt, but ſhe has not taken the de- 
coction regular ſince the laſt report. Ra- 
ther coſtive, and belly large. 

R, Pulv. Rhubarb gr. xij. 

Kal: Tartar gr. xv. f, pulv. mane ſumend. 

Sumat. Decoct. Salic 3j tertia quaq. hora, 

7th. Has had no return of the ague ſince 
ſhe begun the decoction again, Has a very 
troubleſome cough. 

Repet. Decoct. 

Sumat. Syr. Papav. alb. 3] omn. note. 
19th, Has had no return of the ague, and 
the cough is much abated. 


Repet, Syr, Papav. alb, 
| And 


tag.) 

And alſo defired ſhe might continue the 

decoction a while longer to prevent a 
return. 


Caſe the Third. 


July 22d. Frances Heath, aged about 
twenty years; for ſeveral days paſt ſhe has 
had hot fluſhings, which come on regularly 
about noon : they are not preceded by 
any ſenſe of coldneſs, nor attended with 
any other particular febrile ſymptom. Some 
time paſt ſhe had laboured under chlo- 
roſis, but the catamenia have appeared in a 
regular manner. Appetite good, belly na- 
tural, | 
Sumat. Deco, Salicis 3j ta. quaq. hora. 

25th, The hot fluſhings are not ſo violent. 

Repet. Decottum. _ i 

28th, The hot fluſhings are conſiderably 
abated. Bowels coſtive. 

R Pulv. Rhabarb gr. xv. 

Kali Tartar 3. f. pulv. mane ſumend. 

Repet. Decoctum. 

Auguſt 10th. The hot fluſhings have en- 
tirely left her, Complains of having a ſlight 
——"— pain 
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pain in her ſtomach. It being near the men- 


ſtrual period, ſhe diſcontinued the decoction. 
Had no return of the complaint. 


Caſe the Fourth. 


June 11th. Geo. Longford, about four- 
teen years of age; complains of pain of his 
head and bowels, attended with vomiting 
and diarrhea. Quick pulſe, {kin hot, thirſt, 
tongue white. He has been ill about three 
days. 

R Pulv. Ipecac. gr. xv. Veſper ſumend. 

R Puly. Rhubarb gr. xy. 

Kali Tartar gi f. pulv. mane ſumend. 

And allo a ſaline cordial draught, to be 
taken every four hours. 

16th, The vomiting and diarrhcea are 
abated, but {till complains of head-ach and 
chillineſs ; the latter comes on every day 

about noon, and continues ſome hours, 
after which a conſiderable heat ſupervenes. 

Sumat. Decoct. Salicis 33; ata. quaq. 

hora. 

18h. The e has not been ſo vio- 
lent ſince he begun the decoction. £ 


Repet. 
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Repet. Decoctum Salicis. | 
21/t. The chillineſs has entirely left him. 
He is gaining ſtrength, and his appetite 
mends. Still complains of a trifling head- 
ach. | 


Repet. Decoctum. | 
In a ſhort time he perfectly recovered. 


Caſe the Fifth. 


William Pike, upwards of forty years 
of age; after a violent attack of febrile 
ſymptoms, accompanied with a cough, pain 
of the breaſt, and dyſpnœa; (which were 
relieved by ſaline and antimonial medi- 
cines, &c.) he complained of an inward 
heat, and felt (as he expreſſed it) as if fire 
was coming out of his mouth; which ſen- 
ſation commonly returned twice in the 
twenty-four hours, continued ſome time, 
and was very troubleſome. He had no 
pain, and his appetite was now tolerable 
good. Bowels were coſtive, to obviate 
which he took ſome laxative eleQuary occa- 
ſionally. He was likewiſe directed to take 

5 | two 
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two ſpoonfuls of yellow bark decoction, 
four times a-day; which he continued a 
few days without finding any relief. He 
was then directed to take the ſame quan- 
tity of willow bark decottion, four times 
a-day, inſtead of the decoction of yellow 
bark; and in the courſe of two days after 
he begun the willow, the heat was conſi- 
derably abated; although he had flight re- 


turns of it at the uſual time. He continued 


the decoction about a week longer, when 


he was perfectly free from complaint. 


Caſe the Stxth. 


Feb. 17th. John Eades, upwards of forty 
years of age; complains of a great inward . 
heat, (as he expreſſes it) which is moſt vio- 
lent at night, attended with conſiderable 
thirſt, He does not perſpire any. Has four 
or five ſtools in the day ; and is obliged to 
make water as ſoon as he drinks any thing. 
Pulſe quick, tongue white; is much re- 
duced in ſtrength. The above ſymptoms 
have been gradually increaſing between three 
and four months, 


R De- 


= 
R Deco. Salic. tb6G., | 
Tint. Catechu, zij. m. Sumat. Coch. ij. 


ter. die. 
20th. Much the ſame, except that the di- 


arrhœa is rather better. 

Repet. Decottum, 

R Puly. Ipecac. 

Opu aa gr. i. f. pil. omn. nocte ſumend. 

23d. Feels himſelf much better. The 
heat and thirſt are conſiderably abated, and 
does not make water ſo ſuddenly after drink- 
mite. 
Repet. Decoct. et Pilul, 

26th, Continues mending. 

Repet. Med. | 

April 22d. For ſome time felt himſelf 
much better, but being obliged to work in 
the gardens, and the weather rather ſevere ; 
expoſed him to repeated colds, He there- 
fore had a recurrence of the ſame ſymp- 
toms for which he at firſt applied : except 
that he made his water quite natural. Had 
a trifling cough. 

Sumat. Decoct. Salic. 3j Ata. quaq. hora. 

R. Pulv. Rhubarb gr. xv. 

Kali Tart, zſs m. f. pulv, mane ſumend. 

Pil. 
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Pil. Opiat. gr. i. omn. note ſumend. 

26. His bowels are more regular, and is 
not ſo hot at night. 

Repet. Decoct. et Pil. Opiat. 

He continued the decoction ſome time, 
but without any further benefit being de- 
rived from it. He went into the country, 
and remained nearly in the ſame ſituation 
during the ſummer; but, on the approach 
of winter, his complaints (without any 
other means being uſed) went entirely off; 
he gained his ſtrength, and was able to 
follow his buſineſs throughout the winter 
as uſual. 


Caſe the Seventh. 
. Oct. 12th. A. Nott, aged about forty 


years; complains of pain of her head, deaf- 
neſs, and general debility. Pulſe quick, 
tongue tolerable clean and moiſt. Has a 
febrile acceſſion every day, ſucceeded by 
perſpiration. At the beginning of the at- 
tack, which was about three weeks ago, ſhe 
had a vomiting and diarrhcea, but both have 


ceaſed ſome time. 
- Sumat; 
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Sumat. Pulv. Cort. Salicis z£ 4ta. quaq. 
hora. 
14th, Is rather better. 
Repet. Pulver. 


15th. The febrile acceſſion and ſweating 


are much abated. 
Repet. Pulv. 
16th. Much the ſame. 
Repet. Pulv. 
17th. Feels herſelf much better, and her 
ſtrength increaſes. Bowels coſtive. 
Sumat. Hauſt, Purg. cras mane, 
Repet. Pulv. 
20th, Diſcharged, cured. 


Caſe the Eighth. 


October 1/1. J. Debank, aged 6 years; was 
ſeized about a fortnight ago with a violent 


pain of her head, and back; fickneſs, thirſt, 
thick fur on the tongue, ſkin hot, pulſe 
quick, belly regular. Has taken an eme- 
tic, and the ſaline draughts in the effer- 
veſcing ſtate. Alſo had a bliſter applied 
between the ſhoulders, 


She is now free from pain, tongue tolera- 
bly 
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bly clean, and ſkin not ſo hot. Pulſe is 
ſtill quick; and ſhe has a feveriſh acceſſion 
every evening about fix o'clock, 

Sumat Decoct. Salic. 3B Ata. quaq. hora, 

Oct. 7th. The hot paroxyſm recurs, but 
not ſo violent; her appetite is conſiderably 
mended, and is gaining ſtrength. 


Repet Decottum. 
10th. The recurrence of the febrile accel. 


ſion is ſcarcely perceivable, and then not 
until morning. Her appetite is very good, 
and gains ſtrength. 

Repet Decoctum. 

19th, Has been quite well for ſeveral 
days. 

Diſcharged cured, 


Caſe the Ninth, | 
Nov. 4th. William Goleſney, aged about 


thirty years; of a common ſanguine tem- 
perament : was ſeized about ten weeks ago, 
with chillineſs, which was ſoon followed by 
vomiting and diarrhea; and ſometimes 
his ſtools were mixed with blood. The 


vomiting has ceaſed for ſome time; but 
the 


E I 

the diarrhœa continued till about a week 
ago. He now complains of a feveriſh ac- 
ceſſion which comes on every night at ten 
oclock; 1t 1s neither preceded .by any ſenſe 
of coldneſs, nor followed by any perſpira- 
tion, Has conſiderable thirſt, tongue clean, 
pulſe ſmall and quick. 

Sumat Decott. Salic. 3j 4ta. quaq. hora. 

Nov. 8th. The hot paroxyſm does not re- 
turn till between five and fix o'clock in the 
morning; and then very ſhght. His appe- 
tite 1s conſiderably mended, and feels (as 
he expreſſes it) ſtronger in his inſide. Has 
no return of the diarrhœa. 

Repet Decottum. 

22d. A few days ago he had a flight re- 
turn of the diarrhoea, when he took a few 
grains of rhubarb and calomel : ſince which, 
the diarrhoea has entirely left him. Feels 
quite ſtrong, and has not had the leaſt re- 
turn of the fiok fit for three or four days. 

Repet Decoctum. | 

In a few days he was diſcharged cured. 


N 


Caſe 
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Caſe the Tenth. 
Oct. 6th. Sarah Fudge, aged thirty-ſix ; 
was ſeized five days ago, with a pain of her 
head and back. She is often very chilly in 
the courſe of the day, which is ſucceeded 
by hot fluſhings and perſpiration, Her ap- 

petite is bad, but has no ſickneſs : tongue 
tolerably clean, pulſe quick, ſkin * 
hot, thirſty, belly regular. 

Sumat Decoct. Salic. 3j 4ta quaq. hora. 

Oct. 7th. Complains of having much pain 
of her back. 

Repet Decoctum. 

Sumat Pil. Opiat. gr. j omn. nocte. 

97h. Pain of her head and back, are much 
better; and does not feel ſo chilly. The 
hot fluſhings and perſpiration continue nearly 
the ſame. | 

Repet Decott. et Pilul. 

1175. Is ſtill better. 

Repet Decottum. 

19th. She 1s entirely free from pain; 
the chillineſs has left her: the hot fluſh- 


ings and perſpiration ar are conſiderably abat- 
ed. 
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ed. Feels ſtronger; appetite better; ſkin 
cool; pulſe weak, but not in the leaſt 
quick. 

Repet. Decoctum. 

17th. Feels no complaint, but debility. 

Repet. Decoct. 

19th. Is gaining ſtrength. 

Repet. Med. 

28th, Quite recovered. 


Caſe the Eleventh. 


June grd. Martha Comber, aged about 
forty ; complains of having had for ſeveral 
weeks paſt chilly fits, which come on fre- 
quently in the courſe of the day ; (but at no 
regular time) which are attended with other 
{light febrile ſymptoms; and is often fick. 

Bowels coſtive. AP 85 8 

R Pulv. Ipecac. gj. Veſper ſumend. 

R Pulv. Rhubarb. grs. xv. 

Kali Tartar. 3% m. f. pulv. cras mane ſu- 

mend. 

R Milt. Salin. 46G. 

Confec. Aromat. zij. m. Sumat Coch ji. 
ter die. 


D 10th, 


* 


946 ] 


10th. The ſickneſs is abated; but the re- 
turn of the chillineſs is ſtill as * as 
before. 
Sumat. Decoct. Salle 3j 4ta. quaq. hora. 
17th, The chilly fits are neither ſo violent 
nor ſo frequent, and feels herſelf much 
| ſtronger. fed 
Repet. Decoctum. 
In a ſhort time ſhe recovered her health 


and ſtrength. 


Caſe the Twelfth. 


October 12th. A. Lane, aged about thirty 
years; complains of pain of her back, weak- 
neſs, giddineſs, and diarrhcea ; the latter is 

| ſomewhat abated to-day. She has been ill 
about three weeks; and was at firſt attacked 
with common febrile ſymptoms, of which 
there is now a conſiderable remiſſion. 

Sumat. Pulv. Cort. Salicis latifol. 2j ter 
die. 
19th. Feels herſelf rather better, The di- 
arrhœa has entirely ceaſed. | 
Repet. Pulv. 
16th. Continues mending. No return of 
the diarrhcea, 


Ni 


C0 


Repet. 
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Repet. P ulv. 
27th, Diſcharged cured, 


Caſe the Tharteenth, 
October 13th. A. Marſh, aged about thir- 


ty-five years; of a muſcular ſanguine tem- 
perament, complains of pain of his head, 
thirſt, tongue white, pulſe quick; ſkin hot, 
belly regular. He was attacked about a 
week ago with ſhivering and head- ach. 

Sumat. Hauſt. Salin. cum Vin. Antim, Ata. 

quaq. hora. 

14th, Feveriſh ſymptoms rather abated, 
and he 1s not ſo much in pain. 

Sumat. Pulv. Cort. Salic. 308 103 quaq. 

hora. 

Omitt. Hauſt. Salin. 

15th, He is nearly free from pain, pulſe 
natural, tongue clean, 

Repet. Pulv. 

17th. Continues getting better, Bowels 
coſtive. 

Sumat. Hauſt. purg. cras mane, 

Repet. Pulv. 

24th, Has a return of febrile ſymptoms 

D 2 to-day, 
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to-day, after Dang a week entirely free from 
them. 
R Pulv. Antimon. gr. ij. 
Contrayer comp. gr. x. f. pulv. 
Sumat. 1. 4ta. quaq. hora. 
Omitt. Puly. Cort. Salic. 
25th. Complains of violent pain of his 
head, with an appearance of delirium com. 
ing on. 
Applic. Empl. Canth. pone aures. 
Sumat. Hauſt. Salin. Ata. quaq. hor. 
_ 27th, His head is conſiderably relieved; 
and there is alſo a remiſſion of febrile ſymp- 
toms again: great debility. 
Sumat. Puly. Cort. Salic. ut prius. 
Omitt. Hauſt. Salin. 
In a few days he recovered his ſtrength 


and was 9 cured. 1 
I 
Caſe the Fourteenth, 

Jan. g1/t. Mary Maſon, aged about thir: 
ty years; of a delicate conſtitution :- com: 1 


plained of having frequently chilly fits in els 1 


the courſe of the day, ſucceeded by hot fluſh- R 


ings; ; which were attended with a ſtate off 4 


genc- 


Li 1 


general debility, and loſs of appetite. Very 
lately recovered from a ſevere attack of low 
fever. 

Sumat. Decoct. Salicis 3j ter. die. 

Feb. 7th. The chilly fits have entirely left 
her, feels herſelf ſtronger, and her appetite 
is conſiderably mended. 

Repet. Decoctum. 

17th. She is perfectly recovered. 


Caſe the Fifteenth, 


June 12th. Sarah Dowſon, about forty 
years; complains of general weakneſs, loſs 
of appetite, and of being often chilly in the 
courſe of the day: which is attended with 
other ſlight febrile ſymptoms. Belly regu- 
lar. She has felt herſelf in this ſituation ſe- 
veral weeks palt. 

R Milt. Salin. zviij. 

Vin. Antimon. g“. 60. m. . Sumat. coch. ij. 

ter. die. | 

19th. She is much the 1 as laſt. Bow- 
els not ſufficiently open. 

Repet. Miſtur. 
And a laxative to be taken in the morning. 


D 3 26th, 
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have appeared. 


ty-ſix years; for ſome time paſt has felt a 
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26th, Feels herſelf no better. 
Sumat. Decoct. Salicis 3j 4ter die. 
29th, She is not ſo chilly, her appetite i; 
rather better, and feels ſomewhat ſtronger. 
Repet. Decoctum. 
July ad. Is much better. The catamenis 


Omitt. Decoctum. 

5th. Catamenia have ceaſed, Continue; 
mending. 3 

Repet. Decoctum. 

29th. Diſcharged cured. 


Claſe the Sixteenth, 
May 5th. James Blower, aged about thir- 


general weakneſs, and trembling : alſo two 
or three times a-day a ſweating comes on, 
His appetite is very much impaired; and 
complains of being troubled with wind in hi 
ſtomach. Belly regular. His face has n. 
ther an cedematous appearance. Was ver) 
ill about a year ago with anaſarca, from 
which he perfectly recovered. 
R Decott. Salicis 15fb. 
Tindl, 
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Tinct. Aromat. zij m. Sumat. Coch. ij. ter. 
die. | 
12th, Feels himſelf free from complaint ; 
but has not quite recovered his ſtrength. 
Repet. Decoctum. 
In a ſhort time he was perfectly reſtored 


to health. 
Caſe the Seventeenth. 


May 10th. Jane Collins, aged about forty 
years; complains of having had, for ſome 
time paſt, pains of the lower extremities, 
attended with frequent irregular returns of 
chilly fits; and laſt night ſhe had a complete 
ſhivering fit, as in the ague. Complains alſo 
of ſickneſs and thirſt, tongue white, m—_ 
quick, belly regular. | 

Sumat. Pulv. Ipecac. gj Veſper. 

R Decoct. Cort. Salic. zxij. 

Pulv. Cort. Salic. zij. | 

Tin&, _ 5 m. Sumat. Coch. ij ter 
die, 

17th, She 1s rather better, but has not tak- 
en the mixture regularly. Has had two cold 
fits ſince, and more or leſs of fever every 


D 4 day, 


E WI 

day, which does not recur at any particular 
time. Bowels have been too open ſince ſhe 
begun the decoction. She was directed to 
take three table-ſpoonfuls of the decoction 
every three hours without the powder. 

20th. Has had neither cold nor hot fit 
ſince the laſt report, till to-day, when ſhe 
had a cold fit, which was followed by per- 
ſpiration, Diarrhœa has ceaſed. 

Repet. Decottum. 

24th. Has had one hot fit, without being 
preceded by any coldneſs. Feels herſelf 
ſtronger, and her appetite is conſiderably 
mended. 

Repet. Decoctum. 

27th. She has had neither cold nor hot 
fit ſince the 24th, and is ſtill gaining ſtrength, 

Repet. Decoctum. 

June gd. Continues mending. The medi- 
cine gives her ſuch an appetite, that ſhe can 
ſcarce get food enough to ſatisfy it. 

Repet. Decoctum. 

She leſt off attending, but afterwards ſaw 
her when ſhe appeared to be very well, 


Cafe 
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Caſe the Eighteenth, 


Sarah Thomas, aged 7 years: had Wy 
for ſeveral weeks afflicted, with a ſcrofulous 
eruption on her face; and likewiſe one of 
her legs was ſuperficially ulcerated in differ- 
ent parts. She had taken calomel in ſmall 
doſes for a conſiderable time, without any 
apparent benefit: rather the contrary, as 
the general ſtate of her health was worſe, 
and her appetite much impaired, The ul- 
cerations of her leg alſo ſhewing a diſpoſi- 
tion to ſpread. | 

The decoction of the broad-leaved willow 
bark was now preſcribed for her, of which 
ſhe took a table-ſpoonful three times a- day. 
A little extract of liquorice was diſſolved in 
the decoction to make it more agreeable. 

After purſuing this plan a few weeks, ſhe 
perfectly recovered her appetite and ſtrength. 
The eruption on her face entirely diſappear- 
ed, and the ulcerations of her leg healed. 


Caſe the Nineteenth. 


Feb. 6th. . Mary Nutt, aged three years 
and a half; of a very delicate habit. After 
DRE the 
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the ſmall-pox which ſhe had in the natural 


way, and alſo very numerous; Several ſcro. 


fulous tumours appeared in different parts 
of her body, ſome of which broke. She 


was very weak, and had very little appetite, 
She had taken a few doſes of cadomel and 
rhubarb. 

Sumat Decoct. Salicis 3ſs ter. die. 

10th. She is much the ſame, except that 
her appetite 1s rather better. 

Repet. Decottum. | 

16th, Has a very troubleſome cough, in 
other reſpetts much the ſame as laſt. The 
decoction was omitted, and a mucilaginous 
mixture ordered on account of the cough, 

224, The cough is much abated, ſtill con- 
tinues very weak, 

Repet. Decoctum Salic, 

March gd. She gains ſtrength, and there 
is very little diſcharge from the ſores. 

11th, She appears to be nearly well. 

Repet. Decoctum. 

In a ſhort time ſhe perfectly recovered her 
health and ſtrength. 


Caſe the Twentieth, 


Nov, 34. Elizabeth . aged forty; 
for 
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for ſeveral months paſt ſhe has had a ſlight ' 
Prolapſus Uteri, and Fluor Albus, with pain 
of the back, The prolapſus has been much 
worſe about three weeks, in conſequence of 
a cough, which ſhe has had ſome time, Her 
appetite is good, belly regular. 

Sumat Decoct. Salic. 3j. ter. die, et Pil. 

Opiat. gr. j. omn. nocte. 

81h. Prolapſus is not ſo troubleſome, the 
diſcharge is leſs, and the cough is alſo better. 

Repet. Decoctum, et Pil. Opiat. 

21/7. Feels herſelf entirely free from the 
diſcharge ; has not the leaſt appearance of 
the prolapſus; and has no complaint what- 
ever. 

Diſcharged, cured. 


Caſe the Twenty-firſt. 


March 28th. Sarah Hulance, aged about 
fifty years; for ſome years ſhe has been trou- 
bled with a Prolapſus Uteri, which becomes 
ſtill more troubleſome; accompanied with 
Fluor Albus, eonſiderable pain of the back, 
and general weakneſs. A Peſſary was pro- 
poſed to her, but as ſhe objected to wearing 


It, the following was preſcrihed. 
* - R D e- 
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XR Decoct. Salicis 15 fs. 
Tinct. Catechu. 3Y. m. Sumat Coch. ij. ter 
die. 
Sumat Pil. Opiat. gr. j. omn. nocte. 
April 26th, She has continued the decoc- 
tion regular ſince the twenty-eighth of laſt 
month; feels herſelf much ſtronger, the diſ- 
charge is leſs and thicker. The uterus does 
not deſcend ſo low as before. wt 
Repet. Decoct. et Pil. Opiat. 
Deſired her likewiſe to uſe the decoction 
as an injection, two or three times a- day. 
May 17th. The prolapſus is very little 
trouble to her, has no diſcharge, and ſeels 
| herſelf better than ſhe has been for ſome 
years. 
Repet. Decottum. 
June 10th. Diſcharged, cured. 


© Caſe the Twenty-ſecond. | 


April gth. S. F. a married woman, aged 
about thirty years; has been for a conſide- 
rable time paſt troubled with Fluor , Albus, 
and pain of the back. Formerly ſhe had 


had venereal ſymptoms; on which account 
| | it 
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it was judged proper for her to take a weak 
mercurial preparation: which ſhe continued 
ſome time, and likewiſe uſed an aſtringent 
injection. Finding that ſhe got very little 
better with this plan, the mercury was left 
off. She perſevered in the uſe of a ſtrong 
vitriolic injection ſome time longer, and al- 
ſo took an opiate pill at night, as ſhe was 
ſtill in pain. Notwithſtanding the diſcharge 
continued, (though not quite ſo much as at 
firſt) and felt herſelf rather weaker. 

She was now directed to take two table- 
ſpoonfuls of the willow decoction four times 
a-day, and to continue the 1njection. 

26th. Feels herſelf ſtronger, and the diſ- 
charge is conſiderably leſſened. 

Repet. Decoct. et inject. 

May 10th. Continues mending. 

Repet. Decoctum. 

20th. Feels perfectly well. 


| Caſe the Twenty-third. 


May 10th, Ann Tiley, aged about forty : 
years; complains of a general weakneſs, 


and loſs of appetite, Has had a Prolapſus 


Uteri ſome time, and which is now become 


ſo 
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lo very troubleſome as to render her almoſt 
incapable of doing "mw thing. Belly regu- 


lar. 
Sumat Decoct. Salicis, 3j. 4ter. die. 


13th. She is much the fame, except that 
her appetite 1s rather better, 
Repet. Decottum. 
18th, Feels herſelf ſtronger. Her appe- 
tite is conſiderably mended; and the pro- 
lapſus is leſs troubleſome. 
Repet. Decoctum. 
27th. Continues mending 1n every reſpect. 
Repet. Decottum. 
June 19th. She is ſtill better, but has not 
taken the decoction regularly. 
Repet. Decoctum. 
She did not attend again, but have no 
doubt as to her getting well. 


Caſe the Tuenty fourth. 
Feb. 15th. Jane Smith, aged about thirty 


years; who was very much afflicted with the 
rheumatiſm in the lower extremities; ſo that 

ſhe was ſcarce able to move. Alſo with flu- 

or albus, pain, and weakneſs of the back. 


Sumat Decoct. Salic, 3}. ter. die. 
| She 


E 
She was likewiſe ordered the warm bath, 
and to take an opiate pill at night. 
20th, Feels herſelf ſtronger: the diſcharge 
is leſs. 5 
Repet. Decoct. 4ter die ſumend. 
Cont", Baln. et Pil. Opiat. 
March 11th, Has very little diſcharge, 
and gains ſtrength. 
Repet. Decoct. &c. 
15th, Continues mending. 
Repet. Remed. | 
April 22d. Her rheumatic complaint is 


not entirely removed, but in other reſpects 
ſhe feels herſelf well. 


A Young Lady of my acquaintance, had been for a conſidera- 
ble length of time troubled with violent ſpaſms of the ſtomach : 
the recurrence of which were ſo frequent, and ſevere, that ſhe 
was reduced to a ſtate of very great debility, and almoſt total loſs 
of appetite, Camphor, ther, Opium, Steel, &c. were pre- 
ſcribed ; which only afforded her a temporary relief. She was 
adviſed by an eminent Phyſician in London to make trial of the 
Bath Waters, which ſhe drank about fix weeks, and alſo bathed, 
but felt very little benefit from either. I recommended to her 
the willow decoction; (to half a pint of the decoction, two 
drachms of Spirit. Ether. Vitriol, comp, were added), an ounce 
to be taken three or four times a-day. In a few days there was 
an amendment in her appetite, and in a ſhort time it became quite 
natural; and her ſtomach capable of digeſting any kind of food. 
The ſpaſms likewiſe gradually decreaſed in violence, and frequen- 
ey; Which have entirely left her for ſeveral months. After tak. 
ing the decoction, ſhe drank the waters again; and I believe with 
- great advantage, as ſhe is reſtored to a conſiderable degree of 
bealth and ſtrength, 
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te Medical Properties. 


Ir is a fact with which Practitioners are 
well acquainted, that the exhibition of the 
Cinchona; is frequently attended with a 
derangement of the ſtomach and bowels; 
ſometimes occaſioning in the former, a ſenſe 
of weight and oppreſſion, while in the latter, 
inducing either a ſtate of coſtiveneſs, or a 
troubleſome diarrhœa: hence recourſe is 
often had to aromatics, opium, &c. to aid its 
operation. 

L have to ſay in favour of the willow, that 
except in a fingle inſtance, (which may be 
noticed in the caſe of Collins) I never found 
it to diſagree with the ſtomach, or bowels. 
For it has ſometimes been adminiſtered im- 
mediately on the ceaſing of a. diarrhcea, 
without occaſioning the leaſt recurrence of 
the complaint: and ſome caſes attended with 
diarrhœa have been checked by it. Neither 
do I recolle& an inſtance of any complaint 
being made of its occaſioning the leaſt ſenſe. 


of weight, or oppreſſion at the ſtomach. 
When 
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When the ſetifible effects of this bud on 
the ſyſtem, are further compared with thoſe 
produced by. the cinchona; it appears (from 
numerous trials) to be very little inferior in 
efficacy to the latter. The only eircumſtance 
in which its inferiority appears to conſiſt, is 
its antiſeptic quality: evidently from its poſ- 
ſeſſing leſs of the bitter principle than the 
einchona flava. But when conſidered mere- 
ly as a tone, 1 it ſeems to me grey eder 
in efficacy. 

It has bein a prevailing opinion, that the 
bark proves antiſeptic only in proportion as 
it increaſes the tone and vigour of the ſto- 
mach; the tonic power of the ſyſtem by 
that means becoming proportionably in- 
creaſed, and thus overcoming the ſeptic 
ſtate. But eben thoſe who have maintained 
that opinion reſpecting its modus operandi, 
have at the ſame time acknowledged, © that 
* we are not to ſuppoſe its tonic power will 

* explain its operation in all the diſeaſes 
where it is employed with advantage.” 
If the mode juſt alluded to were the- only 

one, by which the moſt ſalutary effects are 


frequently produced in conſequence of the 
E  Exhi- 


? — 50 J 
exhibition of bark; the broad-leaved willow 
appears to me to poſſeſs the property of reſ. 


toring the tonic power of the ſtomach and 


ſyſtem in general, much more ſpeedily than 
the cinchona, when given under fimilar cir. 
cumſtances. Although in general I think 
the willow preferable to the cinchona, at the 
ſame time it ought to be acknowledged, that 
there are ſome caſes in which the cinchona 
(eſpecially the flava) claims a ſuperiority 
over the willow, and which are thoſe, that 
require a remedy of a more antiſeptic qua- 


lity than the willow appears to poſſeſs, The 


good effects of the willow ſeem entirely to 
ariſe from its tonic property, whilſt thoſe of 
the cinchona are owing to a peculiar modifi- 
cation of tonic and antiſeptic qualities. For it 
is very evident that the aſtringent, and bitter 


qualities, are diſtinct and ſeparate principles, 


although very often entering into a variety 


of combinations with each other. 


The very accurate experiments made by 
Dr. Babington, connected with the obſerva- 


tions of others, clearly demonſtrate the 


cinchona flava. to be much ſuperior in effi- 


cacy to either the red, | or common bark, and 


par tl- 
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particularly that it is more antiſeptic; from 
which circumſtance it appears fair to con- 
clude, that that quality reſides chiefly inthe 


bitter principle of the bark; and which the fla- 


va poſſeſſes in a much greater degree than the 
other ſpecies. Allo the various experiments 
that have been made by Dr. Percival and. 
others, on bitters and aſtringents, further 
tend to prove, that the antiſeptic virtue is 
more particularly attached to the bitter 
principle, than to the aſtringent. 

The idea of the antiſeptic quality reſiding. 
chiefly in the bitter principle, ſeems counte- 


nanced by Dr. Saunders, who on the uſe of 


the bile obſerves, © it is not improbable but 
that, from its bitterneſs, it poſſeſſes anti- 
* ſeptic powers which are peculiarly uſeful 
in the inteſtinal canal. And experiments, 
* executed with great accuracy and dexteri- 
ty, ſufficiently prove that it isTeſs diſpoſed -. 


* to putrify than any other animal fluid; and 


that it even preſerves in a ſweet ſtate ani- 
mal ſubſtances which, when expoſed to 
ſimilar circumſtances of fluidity, and heat, 
* without the admixture of bile, would in a 

E 2 e ſhorter 


a 

9 ſhorter time have aſſumed the character of 
© putrefaCtion.” | 
After all that has bees ſaid 5 different 
authors on the ſubject, it muſt be acknow- 
N ledged, that the aſtringent and bitter pro- 
« perties of bark do not appear ſufficiently 
*to explain i its operation, as there are ſub. - 
0 ſtances in the Materia Medica more in- 
* tenſely bitter, and others manifeſtly more 
* aſtringent, and yet no perſon has produced 
* by the combination of theſe, a remedy poſ- 
* ſeſſed of the efficacy which we are accul- 
« tomed to admire in good bark. It is 
© therefore better to confeſs our Ignorance, 
and ſay we are unacquainted with the prin- 
* eiples on which its action depends, or that 
eit is a peculiar modification of bitterneſs 


with aſtringency, or with ſome other prin- 


„ ciple which we ſhall never brd be able 
completely to detect.“ 

omitted in the proper place to remark, 
that this bark yields a dark, ſhining, gluti- 
nous extract; which is extremely bitter, and 
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Of its Effefts in particular Diſeaſes. - - 


The willow bark decoction has been giv- 
en with conſiderable advantage in caſes of 
general debility, accompanied with loſs, of 
appetite—Intermittents—Remittents—Mild 
caſes of Typhus—Convaleſcent ſtate of all 
Febrile Complaints Fluor Albus—Prolap- 
ſus Uteri.—In ſhort, in all caſes where the 
uſe of the bark as a tonic is indicated, its 
exhibition.” has been. at with much 
Juocels.i; e ov yt; IO fot? 

As regular i intermittents very ſeldor oc- 
cur in this place, there has not been a ſuffi · 
cient opportunity of giving it a full trial, but 
the few caſes in which it has been given, the 
recurrence of the paroxyſms have been ſtop · 
ped much ſooner, I think, than if the Cin- 
chona had been exhibited. Fully anſwering 
the character given of it by Mr, James, who 
obſerves It is now more than three years 
* ſince I firſt adminiſtered the bark of the 


* broad-leaved willow in the cure of agues, 
E 3 | 60 and 
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and intermittent fevers: and from all the 
* inſtances in which I have employed it, 
* which have not been a few, from agues 
* being frequent in my - neighbourhood, 


I have been confirmed in my opinion, 


* of its pre eminence as well over the Peru- 
* vian as every other ſpecies of bark yet dif. 
© covered. I have in ſome inſtances admi- 
« niſtered firſt the Peruvian, and afterwards 


the bark of the common white willow, in as 


large a doſe as the patient's ſtomach would 
* bear, and that for a conſiderable length 
* of time without being able to remove the 


* paroxyſm, but on leaving off theſe medi- 


eines, and having recourſe to the decoc- 
© tion of the broad-leaved willow, the diſor- 
der has ſoon diſappeared.” 

In ſhort, in all caſes of agues and inter- 
* mittent fevers, that have come within my 
practice, I have found this bark, without 


l a fingle exception, an infallible remedy, 


and I never give the Peruvian, unleſs it is 
particularly demanded, or preſcribed by 


8 £1»! apap 
We find Dr. Cullen has es e the 


common white willow as a ſubſtitute yy the 


26, | ein- 


„ 
cinchona in agues. And obſerves, © the 
* few opportunities we have had of employ- 


ing the ſalix alba in intermittent fevers, 


% ſhow that it may be, in ſome caſes, an ef- 
* feftual remedy. The fenſible qualities 
* ſeem to me to be that of a pretty ſtrong, 
© but ſufficiently agreeable bitter, with ſome- 
hat of ſtypticity. The qualities perſuade 
* me that it is a valuable medicine, and as 
* promiſing a ſubſtitute for the Peruvian 
bark as any I have known to be offered.” 
Dr. Lewis alſo, in the Appendix to 
his Materia Medica, publiſhed in the year 
1768, gives the following account of the 
good effects produced by the common white 
willow in intermittents. © The bark of this 
tree has lately been found an uſeful medi- 
*cine in agues, of which many perſons 
* have been cured by taking a dram of the 
* powdered bark every four hours, during 
the intermiſſions, though in ſome caſes it 
vas neceſſary to join to it a little Peruvian 

* bark.” | | 
If ſuch virtues are aſcribed to the common 
willow, which is certainly inferior in efficacy 
to the broad-leaved ſpecies, what greater 
E 4 " _____ advan- 
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advantages men are we not to expect from 


the latter? 
TE have had an extenſive opportunity of 


obſerving the moſt beneficial effects being 
produced, in conſequence of the exhibition 
of this bark in febrile complaints, having a 


tendency to a remiſſion,” though not ot a re- 
gular type, attended with debility. 

; And ip caſes of mild typhus, where there 
is a remiſſion of the febrile ſymptoms, and 
the ſyſtem left in a ſlate of morbid irritabili- 
ty, or inirritability; (according to Dr. Dar- 


vin) in which caſe the pulſe ſtill remains 
weak, ſmall, and Jag 5 


olf a 10 5 17 quality. than the 
yellow bark; the latter therefore, I think, 
under ſuch circumſtances is juſtly to be pre- 
ferred to the former. For although it may 
feem (to ſome) more reaſonable to refer the 
action of the cinchona; as an antiſeptic to its 
tonic power, on the moving ſyſtem, than to 
any action on the animal fluids, yet I am in- 
clined to believe, that it poſſeſſes a direct an- 


tiſeptic property ; "Wee" does not appear 


Þ < refer- 
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ca. 


referrible to the willow bark, at leaſt but! in 
a very inferior degree. | 
With regard to fluor albus, 2 Pe 
ſus Uteri; as theſe caſes are in genera] con- 
nected with a debilitated ſtate of the. ſyſtem, 
it is eaſy to, conceive how the willow has 
been of ſo much ſervice in theſe complaints. 
In Scrofula, - and Scrofulous Ulcers, its 
exhibition has likewiſe been attended with 
very beneficial effects; in mending che habit 
in general, leſſening, and promoting a heal- 
thier diſcharge from the ſores. And Mr. 
James further obſerves, © It is not only in 
„ agues and intermittent fevers, that I have 
experienced the excellency of this bark, 
* and its ſuperiority. over the Peruvian: I 
have found it alike efficacious, when the 
* tone or ſtrength of the ſyſtem has been 
* ſuddenly reduced in conſequence of large 
collections of pus, hemorrhages, fluor al- 
bus, colliquative diarrhœas, &c. as well 
* as in ſeveral ſcrofulous caſes; and in a ſin- 
* ple inſtance, where the tone of the ſto- 
mach was ſo entirely. deſtroyed from hard 
2 drinking, that the patient could not any 
* one time eat the quantity ot half an ounce 


* of meat,” 1 It os 


1 

It is ſcarce neceſſary to obſerve, that he 
exhibition of this bark, as well as the cin- 
chona, is not admiſſible in caſes of acute 
inflammation. But in mobile temperaments, 
and which ſo much prediſpoſe to ſcrofulous 


affections, and favouring a peculiar kind of 


inflammation, (ſo called,) accompanied with 


a conſiderable laxity of fibre, it will, on the 


contrary, be found very ſerviceable. 
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